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PREFACE.

-——0

ON his vetirement in 1920, Siv George Hampson left behind
him manuscript for five volumes dealing with the Noetuid sub-
family Noctuine, in continuation of the Catalogue of the
Lepidoptera Phal@n® in the British Museum, of which thivteen
volumes and two supplements have so far been published. The
suspension of publication of the Catalogue of Moths, owing to
the financial effeets of the war, has vesulted in a large number of
manuscript names standing in the British Museum collection for
some six years, with the obvious visk of these names appearing in
print without the necessary vahlidating descriptions. It has
thevefore been decmed advisable, without further delay, to publish
the descriptions of all the new genera and species. With regard
to the latter, it should be noted that a statement such as “54,
19 type” mervely signifies that the type is among the examples
speeified, and does not necessarily imply that it is a female.

In the selection of the subfamily name, and of the old generic
names employed in this volune, the authov has adhered to the

views adopted by him in the prepavation ot his Catalogue.

The use throughout the Catalogue of the date 1827 for
Hiibner's ¢ Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge,” is explained by
Sir George Hampson in the Entomological News, XXVIIL
p. 466 (1917); the dates of Hiibnev’s works as determined by

Sherborn & Prout, will be found in the Annals & Magazine of

Natural History (8) ix. pp. 175-150 (1912).

For continucd assistance by various specialists, whose help has
heen referred toin the volumes of the Catalogue of the Lepidoptera

Phalwenze, the author desires to express his acknowledgements.

CHARLES J. GAHAN,

British Museum (Natural History). .]fe(’_pe}- of EllfOi)IO[o_W/,
April 16th. 1926.






DESCRIPTIONS

NEW GENERA AND SPECIES

LEPIDOPTERA
(PHALEN X&)

OF THE

FAMILY NOCTUIDA
(SUBFAMILY NOCTUIN /&)
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Genus METAPRIONOTA, nov.

Type, M. sculpta, Feld. (Ophisma) Reise Nov. pl. 117. {. 26
(1874).

Proboscis fully developed ; palpi upturned, the 2nd joint
reaching to vertex of head, broadly scaled at base, tapering
to extremity, the 3rd long; frons with small truncate
conical corneous prominence with raised rim at extremity ;
eyes large, round ; antennee of male ciliated ; thorax clothed
almost entirely with scales and without crests ; tibise slightly
fringed with hair ; abdomen without crests. Fore wing with
the apex rounded, the termen excised below vein 4 and very
highly crenulate ; veins 3 and 5 from near angle of cell;
6 from upper angle ; 9 from 10 anastomosing with 8 to form
the areole ; 11 from cell. Hind wing with the termen very
highly crenulate and produced to points at the veins, deeply
excised below vein 2 ; the cell about half the length of wing,
vein 3 from before angle ; 5 fully developed from above angle ;
6, 7 from upper angle; 8 anastomosing with the cell near

base only.
Genus METASARCA, nov.

Type, M. euphanera.

Proboscis fully developed ; palpi upturned, the 2nd joint
reaching to about middle of frons, moderately scaled in front
and slightly fringed with hair behind towards extremity ; frons
smooth with ridge of hair above ; eyes large, round ; antennee
of male laminate and almost simple; thorax clothed with
scales and hair mixed, the pro- and metathorax with small
crests ; tibiee moderately fringed with hair; abdomen with
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= NOCTUID L.

dor=al series of rather large crests and small lateral tufts on
terminal segments, the male with lateral tufts of long hair
from behind the stigmata.  Fore wing with the costa moder-
ately arched, the apex somewhat produced, the termen evenly
curved and slightly erenulate : veins 3 and 5 from near angle
of cell © 6 from upper angle: 9 from 10 anastomosing with
8 to form the areole ; 11 frem eell. Hind wing with the eell
half the length of wing : veins 3, 4 from angle of cell ; 5 fully
developed from above angle: 6, 7 from upper angle; 8
anastemosing with the cell near base only.

Metasarca euphanera, n. sp.

-

5. Head and thorax whitish tinged with rufous and mixed
with some black, the antennee rufous ; abdomen pale rufous
with blackish segmental lines, the crests tipped with black ;
peetus, legs and ventral surface of abdomen pale rufous,
the fore tibie banded with black. Fore wing greyish tinged
with red-brown and irrorated with blackish, more thickly on
basal costal arca: antemedial line indistinet, blaelkish,
slightly waved : reniform very indistinetly defined by dark
brown and with some blackish in eentre; a faint waved
blackish line from lower angle of cell to inner margin; post-
medial line blackish, oblique and indistinetly double to vein 6,
then waved and curved ; subterminal line pale, defined on
mmner side by blaek seales, slightly waved, exeurved below
vein 7 and at middle, the area beyond it rather darker
a terminal series of small black hinules ; cilia with a black
line at middle. Hind wing uniform glossy flesh-pink ; a
blackish terminal line.  Underside flesh-pink ; both wings
with blackish discoidal lunule with some points in ecentre ;
fore wing with the costal edge blackish, an indistinet blackish
postmedial line, almost obsolete except towards costa : hind
wing with curved, slightly waved blackish postmedial line.
Hab. MEexico, Cuernavaca, 1 § type. Lap. 56 milim.

Gienus BARCITA. Ty
ype.

Bareita. Mioschl, Abh. Senck. Ges, xiv, p. 54 (1886).  subriridescens. Walk.
Plialta. Schaus, A. M. N, H. (7) viii. p. 11+ (1901)...  dnomita. Schaus,

Barcita rnfescens, n. sp.

Q. Head and thorax pale red-brown; pectus ochreous
whitish ; abdomen red-brown mixed with whitish, the anal
tuft more rufous, the ventral surface ochreous whitish,  Fore
wing pale red-brown tinged with purple and irrorated with
some dark brown seales 3 an indistinet sinnous dark subbasal
line from costa to submedian fold ; antemedial line indistinet,
rather diffused, dark, oblique and somewhat waved below



BARCITA. 3

submedian fold ; a dark point in middle of cell and discoidal
bar; a double medial line, indistinct except towards eosta,
slightly excurved below costa, then oblique and slightly
waved ; postmedial line dark, double at costa, oblique to
vein 6, incurved at discal fold, excurved at vein 4, then oblique
and slightly angled inwards at vein 2, somec whitish points
beyond it on costa; subterminal line blaekish, sinuous,
angled outwards below veins 7, 5, 4, then oblique ; a series of
dark striee defined on outer side by ochreous whitish before
termen, and a fine pale line at base of cilia. Hind wing
ochreous suffused with pale red-brown and tinged svith
purple except on basal and costal areas ; an indistinct double
slightly waved postmedial line and similar more distinct
blackish subterminal line ; a crenulate blackish line just before
termen defined on outer side by ochreous in the intcrspaces ;
a fine pale line at base of cilia. Underside whitish irrorated
with brown except on basal inner arcas, fore wing with dark
postmedial line slightly excurved below eosta and faint sub-
terminal shade ; hind wing with faint sinuous medial line, dark
slightly waved postmedial line, and diffused subterminal line.

Ab. 1. Fore wing with thc subterminal line defined on
inner side by white and with the area beyond it suffused
with white ; hind wing with the outer subterminal line dcfined
on outer side by white and with a white shade between it and
the line before termen.

Hab. ARGENTINA, Tucuman, 2 @ type. FExp. 58 millim.

Barcita micropis, n. sp.

0. Head and thorax grey-brown, the scales tipped with
whitish ; palpi white at extreme tips; abdonien white
irrorated with brown. Fore wing brown suffused \\'1t‘h
purplish grey, the terminal area rather paler; a black streak
above inner margin from base to the very indistinct smuous
dark antemedial line; a white diseoidal point ; postmedial
line very indistinct, dark, bent outwards bclow cosjca, meurved
at discal fold and below vein 4, some whitish points beyond
it on eosta ; subterminal line white with a slight dark §hade
on its inner side, rather oblique below vein 4; a series of
dark strie defined on outer side by white before termen.
Hind wing whitish suffused with brown, the costal area
traces of a dark postmedial line except towards
costa ; subterminal line indistinctly double, dark. filled in
with whitish, almost straight ; a series of dark strize def.in.ed
on outer side by white before termen. Underside whitish
suffused with brown and without markings.

Hab. ArqenTiNa, Cordoba, Arias (Mathew), 1 Q. Mendoza

(Elwes), 1 @ type. Bap. 52 mithm. .
B

whiter ;
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Genus PALZCHTHONA, unov.

Type, P. hypoleuca, Dogn. (Barcita) Hét. Nouv. Am. Sud..
viil. p. 35 (1914).

Probosecis fully developed ; palpi upturned, the 2nd joint
reaching to about middle of frons and fringed with rather long
hair in front, the 3rd rather long, somewhat dilated at ex-
tremity and porrect ; frons smooth, with tuft of hair; eyes
large, round ; antennee of male with fascieulate cilia ; thorax
clothed with long hair only and without crests; pectus,
coxe and femora clothed with long hair, the tibize fringed with
rather long hair ; abdomen with large hairy crest at basc
only. Fore wing with the apex rounded, the termen cvenly
curved, crenulate ; veins 3 and 5 from near angle of cell;
6 from upper angle ; 9 from 10 anastomosing with 8 to form
the arcole ; 11 from cell. Hind wing with the cell about half
the length of wing ; veins 3, 4, 5 from angle ; 6, 7 from upper
angle ; 8 anastomosing with the cell near hase only.

Genus SYPNA.

Type.
Sypna, Guen. Noct. i, p. T (1352) ..o onierontyera. Guen.,
Duddala, Walk, xxxiil, 974 (1865) ... gradrisignata, Walk.
Elpia, Walk, xxxiii. 982 (1865) ........oooviiiiin. achaoides, Walk.

Sypna formosensis, n. sp.

Head and thorax red-brown mixed with black-hrown and
some whitish : the patagia with blackish bars towards ex-
tremities ; palpi black, ochreous in front and white at extreme
tips : fore and mid tarsi black ringed with whitish ; ahdomen
fuscous mixed with grey.  Fore wing brown tinged with purple
and 1rrorated with blackish and some blue-white scales ;
subbasal line indistinct, defined on outer side hy some white
scales, exeurved below costa and ending at submedian fold ;
antemedial line blackish defined on cach side by whitish and
by bhlic-white at inner margin, waved, incurved in the cell
and excurved below it ; a white point defined by black in
middle of cell; reniform defined by blue-white points and a
spot at middle of outer edge all surrounded by black scales
and with a slight ochreous lunule in centre: an indistinet
sinuous blackish medial line; postmedial line  blackish
defined on onter side by oehreous whitish and on cach side by
blue-white strice from costa, hent outwards below costa, then
waved and interrupted, bent inwards at diseal fold. in-
curved below vein 4 and strongly angled inwards at vein 2,
some white points beyond it on costa : subterminal line black,
maculate towards costa, ineurved at diseal fold where there is
a reddish ochreous pateh beyond it, and exeneved at middle ;
a scries of white points defined by hlack before termen @ cilia
with a fine pale line at buse. Hind wing grev snffused with


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































